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was elected treasurer of the association and took his duties very seriously.
His literary handling of the subject, in a letter to Faulkner, was more rational and vivid than orthodox— he is discussing the possibility of our attacking Turkey: " what should we do with Turkey if we didn't wish to be damned ? * Take it ourselves,' says the bold man, 'and rule it as we rule India/ But the bold man don't live in England at present I think; and I know what the Tory trading stock-jobbing scoundrel that one calls an Englishman to-day would do with it: he would shut his eyes hard over it, get his widows and orphans to lend it money, and sell it vast quantities of bad cotton."
In May 1877 Morris published a manifesto "to the working men of England," when we seemed on the point of war with Russia. He asked: " who are they that are leading you on into war? Greedy gamblers on the Stock Exchange, idle officers of the Army and Navy, poor fellows, worn-out mockers of the Clubs, desperate purveyors of exciting war news for the comfortable breakfast tables of those who have nothing to lose by war; and lastly, in the place of honour, the Tory rump, that we fools, weary of peace, reason and justice, chose at the last election to represent us ... Working-men of England, one word of warning yet: I doubt if you know the bitterness of hatred against freedom and progress that lies at the hearts of a certain part of the richer classes in this country; their newspapers veil it in a kind of decent language; but you do.
